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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility rate in four countries in Southern Europe since 1960. The tables 
also compare the data from the World Bank, and the United Nation’s World Population Prospects reports in 2017 and in 
2019. The graph besides each table shows the fertility rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is 
the absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

All four countries here have seen dramatic decline in fertility rate.
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Total fertility rate, Portugal, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.05 3.160 1960
1961 0.03 3.210 1961
1962 -0.04 3.230 1962
1963 -0.01 3.120  
1964 0.01 3.210 1964
1965 -0.02 3.150  
1966 0.01 3.160  
1967 -0.02 3.160  
1968 -0.02 3.120 1968
1969 -0.06 3.120 1969
1970 -0.06 3.010 1970
1971 -0.08 3.000 1971
1972 -0.12 2.860 1972
1973 -0.08 2.770 1973
1974 -0.01 2.700 1974
1975 0.06 2.750 1975
1976 -0.03 2.820 1976
1977 -0.19 2.690 1977
1978 -0.19 2.450 1978
1979 -0.10 2.310 1979
1980 -0.09 2.250 1980
1981 -0.09 2.130 1981
1982 -0.09 2.070 1982
1983 -0.09 1.950 1983
1984 -0.12 1.900 1984
1985 -0.12 1.720 1985
1986 -0.05 1.660 1986
1987 -0.02 1.620 1987
1988 -0.03 1.610  
1989 -0.03 1.570  
1990 -0.01 1.560 1990
1991 -0.01 1.560  
1992 -0.02 1.540  
1993 -0.05 1.520 1993
1994 -0.06 1.450  
1995 -0.01 1.410  
1996 0.03 1.440  
1997 0.02 1.470  
1998 0.02 1.470  
1999 0.04 1.500 1999
2000 -0.03 1.550  
2001 -0.05 1.450  
2002 -0.01 1.460  
2003 -0.03 1.440  
2004 -0.02 1.400  
2005 -0.01 1.410  
2006 -0.03 1.370  
2007 0.01 1.350  
2008 -0.01 1.390  
2009 0.00 1.340  
2010 0.01 1.390 2010
2011 -0.05 1.350  
2012 -0.07 1.280 2012
2013 -0.03 1.210 2013
2014 0.05 1.230  
2015 0.04 1.310  
2016 0.00 1.310 2016
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Portugal total fertility rate, 1960-2016

The socialist party won the election in 1976. Greater 
calm set in and fertility then began to steadily fall as 
living conditions for most people improved. In 1976 
maternity pay was introduced but the decline peaked in 
1977-8 and remained fast until 1985. Better rights were 
won in 1984, 1995, 1999 and 2000, with paternity leave 
made mandatory in 2016. During this period the fertility 
rate slowly spiraled down.

Under dictatorship in the 1960s the fertility rate 
of Portugal only fell very slowly. The  peaceful 
'Carnation Revolution' of 1974, and the 
subsequent more violent turmoil, was partly 
responsible for a short lived rise in births.

In 1960 the fertility rate in Portugal was 
3.2. It fell to 3.0 by 1971, 2.0 by 1983, 
1.5 by 2000, 1.2 by 2014 and 1.3 in 
2015-6, one of the lowest total fertility 
rates in Europe.

In 2016 the fertility rate in Portugal was 1.3, and the 2019 UN report 
projected 1.29 for 2015-20, but apparently rising to 1.56 in 2045-50 and 
1.71 in 2095-2100. It has not been that high since 1985.
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Total fertility rate, Spain, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.09 2.860 1960
1961 -0.03 2.770
1962 0.05 2.800 1962
1963 0.11 2.880 1963
1964 0.03 3.010 1964
1965 -0.05 2.940 1965
1966 0.00 2.910
1967 -0.02 2.940
1968 -0.04 2.870
1969 -0.02 2.860
1970 0.02 2.840
1971 0.02 2.900 1971
1972 -0.03 2.870
1973 0.00 2.840
1974 -0.03 2.880
1975 -0.05 2.770
1976 -0.06 2.770 1976
1977 -0.12 2.650 1977
1978 -0.14 2.540 1978
1979 -0.16 2.370 1979
1980 -0.17 2.220 1980
1981 -0.14 2.040 1981
1982 -0.12 1.940 1982
1983 -0.11 1.800 1983
1984 -0.08 1.730 1984
1985 -0.09 1.640 1985
1986 -0.08 1.560 1986
1987 -0.06 1.490 1987
1988 -0.05 1.450
1989 -0.04 1.400
1990 -0.03 1.360
1991 -0.03 1.330
1992 -0.04 1.310
1993 -0.06 1.260 1993
1994 -0.05 1.190 1994
1995 -0.03 1.160 1995
1996 -0.01 1.140
1997 -0.01 1.150 1997
1998 0.01 1.130 1998
1999 0.05 1.170 1999
2000 0.03 1.220
2001 0.02 1.230
2002 0.04 1.250
2003 0.03 1.300
2004 0.02 1.310
2005 0.03 1.330
2006 0.02 1.360
2007 0.04 1.380 2007
2008 0.00 1.450 2008
2009 -0.04 1.380
2010 -0.02 1.370
2011 -0.03 1.340
2012 -0.04 1.320
2013 0.00 1.270
2014 0.03 1.320
2015 0.01 1.330
2016 0.01 1.340
2017 0.00 1.340 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)

Spain total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The fertility rate in Spain was 2.9 in 1960, rose to 3.0 in 
1964, and the fell to 2.5 in 1978, 2.0 in 1981, and 1.5 in 
1987. It reached its lowest point of 1.13 in 1998, rose to 
1.3 by 2003 and has been around 1.34 since 2011.

After oscillating in the 1960s and early 1970s, decline set 
in, reaching a peak in 1981 then gradually slowing down 
until 1998. Since then the rate has oscillated again.

The fertility rate in Spain was 1.34, which was a little 
above the 2017 and 2019 UN estimates of 1.33 for the 
2015-2020 period.

In 2019 the UN projected that the total fertility rate in Spain 
would rise to 1.57 by 2045-50 and 1.67 by 2095-2100.
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Total fertility rate, Italy, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.050 2.370 1960
1961 0.035 2.420
1962 0.040 2.440 1962
1963 0.105 2.500 1963
1964 0.045 2.650 1964
1965 -0.040 2.590 1965
1966 -0.045 2.570
1967 -0.040 2.500 1967
1968 -0.020 2.490 1968
1969 -0.055 2.460 1969
1970 -0.030 2.380 1970
1971 -0.015 2.400 1971
1972 -0.050 2.350 1972
1973 -0.035 2.300 1973
1974 -0.065 2.280 1974
1975 -0.120 2.170 1975
1976 -0.120 2.040 1976
1977 -0.100 1.930 1977
1978 -0.100 1.840 1978
1979 -0.100 1.730 1979
1980 -0.075 1.640 1980
1981 -0.040 1.580
1982 -0.035 1.560 1982
1983 -0.050 1.510 1983
1984 -0.045 1.460 1984
1985 -0.055 1.420 1985
1986 -0.045 1.350 1986
1987 0.005 1.330 1987
1988 0.000 1.360
1989 -0.015 1.330
1990 -0.015 1.330
1991 -0.015 1.300
1992 -0.025 1.300
1993 -0.045 1.250 1993
1994 -0.030 1.210 1994
1995 -0.005 1.190 1995
1996 0.010 1.200
1997 0.005 1.210
1998 0.010 1.210
1999 0.025 1.230 1999
2000 0.010 1.260
2001 0.005 1.250
2002 0.020 1.270
2003 0.035 1.290 2003
2004 0.025 1.340
2005 0.015 1.340
2006 0.030 1.370
2007 0.040 1.400 2007
2008 0.025 1.450 2008
2009 0.005 1.450 2009
2010 -0.005 1.460 2010
2011 -0.015 1.440
2012 -0.025 1.430
2013 -0.030 1.390
2014 -0.020 1.370
2015 -0.015 1.350
2016 -0.005 1.340
2017 0.000 1.340 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year 
(children per woman)

Italy total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The total fertility rate in Italy was 2.37 in 1960 and peaked at 2.65 
in 1964. It then decline to 2.0 in 1976, 1.5 in 1983, 1.3 in 1991 
and 1.2 in 1996. It then rose to 1.46 in 2010, declining again to 
1.34 in 2016/7.

The slowdown started in 1963, the decline was fairly steady in 
the late 1960s, peaked in 1975/6,  then gradually slowed to a halt 
in 1987-8. Since then the fertility rate has oscillated in a fairly 
small compass.

Since 2010, the fertility rate in Italy has declining very but came 
to a standstill in 2017.

In 2017, the fertility rate was 1.34, much below the 2017 UN 
estimate of 1.43 for the 2015-2020 period, a figure which was 
lowered in the 2019 UN report to 1.33.

In 2019 the UN projected that the total fertility rate in Italy would 
rise to 1.49 by 2045-50 and 1.63 by 2095-2100.
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Total fertility rate, Greece, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.100 2.230 1960
1961 -0.035 2.130 1961
1962 0.005 2.160 1962
1963 0.040 2.140 1963
1964 0.055 2.240 1964
1965 0.040 2.250
1966 0.100 2.320 1966
1967 0.050 2.450 1967
1968 -0.045 2.420 1968
1969 -0.010 2.360
1970 -0.020 2.400
1971 -0.040 2.320
1972 -0.025 2.320
1973 0.030 2.270 1973
1974 0.030 2.380 1974
1975 -0.015 2.330
1976 -0.030 2.350
1977 -0.035 2.270
1978 -0.005 2.280
1979 -0.025 2.260
1980 -0.085 2.230 1980
1981 -0.100 2.090 1981
1982 -0.075 2.030 1982
1983 -0.100 1.940 1983
1984 -0.135 1.830 1984
1985 -0.115 1.670 1985
1986 -0.085 1.600 1986
1987 -0.050 1.500
1988 -0.050 1.500
1989 -0.055 1.400 1989
1990 -0.015 1.390
1991 -0.015 1.370
1992 -0.025 1.360
1993 -0.015 1.320
1994 -0.020 1.330
1995 -0.035 1.280 1995
1996 -0.005 1.260
1997 -0.010 1.270
1998 -0.020 1.240 1998
1999 0.005 1.230
2000 0.010 1.250 2000
2001 0.015 1.250
2002 0.020 1.280
2003 0.015 1.290
2004 0.025 1.310
2005 0.045 1.340 2005
2006 0.035 1.400 2006
2007 0.050 1.410 2007
2008 0.045 1.500 2008
2009 -0.010 1.500 2009
2010 -0.050 1.480 2010
2011 -0.070 1.400 2011
2012 -0.055 1.340 2012
2013 -0.020 1.290 2013
2014 0.020 1.300 2014
2015 0.040 1.330 2015
2016 0.025 1.380 2016
2017 0.000 1.380 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year

(children per woman)

Greece total fertility rate, 1960-2017

In 1960 the fertility rate in Greece 
was 2.23. It peaked at 2.45 in 1967 
and then fell to 2.0 by 1982, 1.5 by 
1987 and a low of 1.23 in 1999. It 
rose back up again to 1.5 in 2008-9, 
fell back to 1.29 in 2013 and was 
1.38 in 2016-17.

The rate oscillated in the 1960s and 
early 1970s before starting a 
continuous decline in 1975 which 
peaked in 1983 before slowing 
gradually to a halt in 1999. Since 
then it has oscillated, and was 1.38 
in 2017.

The 2017 UN report estimated a 
fertility rate for Greece of 1.34 for 
the 2015-20 period. That was 
lowered in the 2019 UN report to 
1.30. In 2019 the UN now projects 
that the total fertility rate in Greece 
will rise to 1.46 by 2045-50 and 
1.69 by 2095-2100.


